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| 4%. The Reverend and: Worſhipfull 
JOHN Wea LL, 
* Door of Divinity, and Preben=« 

| dary of Chriſt Church, 

My very good Eceind 


and Patron. 


E292 4V ING. icanſidered. be 
6G N. great . diligence of men 
=p formerly, and what per 

"197 fedion - they would arrive 

ACIRIS  unio in knowledge , be 
fore they undertook, the Miniſtry : and 
withall the. earneſineſs of ſome in theſe 
times, that decry learning and pretend 
wholy to a Spirit : and having alſo had 

. ſome 
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ſome thoughts to betake roy" Felfe tothe 
ſ'ndy of Divinity, T flood amazed what 
I ſbould doe. And truly, at firſs (through 
5 ignorance I confeſs) I knew rot whe- 
ther thoſe Perſons might not be in the 
right : Swre I was, they tooke the eaſieſt 
ovd ſhorteſt way to, (if 1 mm1y jp phraſe 
it ) Preaching. ' But delaber&ting with 
my ſelf, I reſolved tp ſindy the_9u:ſtron, 
and to be convinced in the point» Hav> 
ing examined the Arguments on both 
Seder, my reaſon preſent[y condemned the 
haters of humane learning, as irrational, 
brutiſh and irrel1gions perſons , that took 
their riſe either from their ignorance, for 
Scientia non habet inimicym orzter 
12norantem : or from malice; and a dex 
re to have religion , Inlian like , betray - 
ed, or laſtly fromravarice, and a $acrile- 
pions mind to devour the revenues , that 
Ferefiors have beſlowed npon the 
Schooles of learning. Now beir e fully ſa* 
tisfled, They were enilty of ſome of theſe, 
or of all : and digeſtine my thonehts in. 
10 ſome order, 1 compil'd this ſmall Irea- 


"wife 
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4 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tiſe , the which I reſolved to expoſe to the 


.ociw of oy: , that made good my Thelis 


in all its reſpeds, and that is, Rever 
rend Sir your (elf; who have been pleaſ./ 
ed formerly to honour me.with the wmrit- 
7ng out of ſome of your moſt learned Sex * 
wont, The which could I imitate in the 


file, and tranſcribe in my converſation ; 


the one would beſpeak me eminent for 


knowledge, the other for bolyneſs : fron 


the former I might promiſe my ſelfrepute 
here, and from the ther, happineſs heres 
ajier, 

Cd all that I pretend bereby, is 
to acquit myſelf with due gratitude to 
you for your many favours : and let me 
further tell you,the ſubjeF I handle made 
me refleT on the emimency of your learn. 
ing. And be it ſpoken to the Honour of 
your perſon, and the Univerſity whereinx 
you live: My Lord Biſhop then of Lin* 
colne , Dotter Williams (whilſt you 
bonored his family with your learning 
and Piety) gave this honorable chara#er 
of you , that you were the beſt read in the 

Fathers 
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Fathers of any he ever knew. 

'  1wifſh heartily , I had' ai '\much elc 

quence to expreſs the excellency of your 

Anowledge in all manner of heatwing, 4s 
1 doe hereby tender reſpeS and zeal v0 
Jour ſervice, But 1 muſt comply with 
your Modeſly, that thinkes rwery one t09 
. daxwriant in your praiſer,and no body ſpd. 
ring enough. I ſhall ſay no more, but 
humbly beg your pardon for thit boldneſs, 
and to retame me under the title of, 


'} Y 


þ.church Ox "I, 
_— _ Moſt worthy Sir; 


Your moſt humble Votary 
and Servant 


Hen, Thurman, 


| Necceefrity of aLearned 
eM iniſtry, 


the Callings and Ofhces in 
this world are many , and di- 
vers, ſo alſo are the Gifrs 
and Graces belonging to 


therh. Bur of them all, 1 here 
is not any to be compared 
with the office of the Miniltry ; either for 
varicty or the excellency of their Gifts , 
which the Holy Ghoſt in Scriprure doth ap- 
ropriate rothem : For , betides chat, they 
ns the Gifts of Natzre, as alſo thoſe we 
call che Gifts of Forrare 5; common unto them 
With other men : ( As to the former, by the 
Law of C01, it in nature they had any im- 
perfe&ion, ſpot, or blemith, they might not 
miniſter about, the Tabernacle ; and as to the 
Jarrer 

B 


2 The Neceſſity of 


latter , thoſe that we {ile bona fortune, they 
had their own portions, and part in the por- 
tions of their b.erthren) ) hey had certain gifts 
of grace z owvred upon them , in greater varie- 
ty and in greater meaſure then the reſt of their 
fellowes. -*s the operation of great workes, 
P.o, hehe, Diſcerning of Spirits , diverſity of 
rongues , faith to work muracles , the gitr of 
healing, che word of wiſdome, and the word 
of kno\ledg, Whuch is all nored by a /earre4 
to:gue by I{iah, who ſays, Tie Lord hath g'- 
wen unto me the to gue of t] e learned that I frond 
know how to ſpeak,a word in ſeaſon to him that 18 
weary. 

Which Gifts although rhey are not in every 
mdividuo, in every particular miniſter, but 
ſone in one, ſome in another : Nor all at one 
time , and in one age, bur ar divers times and 
in divers ages: Some 1n the beginning, for p:0= 
pagation of the Goſpell; Some afterards for 
the continu-n.e of 1t; Some for times of per- 
ſe. ution;Some for peace »n4 tranquilhity of the 
C hur« h; Some for the converting of the Gen- 
til roCh-11i:Sone tor the ſwing of their ſouls 
whi: h are converted; Yer this gitt of the word 
wiſ 'ome, or the Word of knowledge , or of a 
learned torguei: ever require:{ inthe miniſtry,ar 
all cxmes, 1n all places,in all perions,to all pur- 
roles, 


& Learned LM imſtry. Z 
poſes, though in divers meaſures : Some ha. 
ving bur one Talent, ſome rwo, tome tive Tas 
lents, and ſo upwards. 

For our Saviour doth nat ſay to any, Opere« 
m1r donec vemo, to Whom he hath not given 
one Talent at lealt ro ++ork with all. For as 
he gave us ſundry callings,ſoine to be poliles, 
ſone Evangelitts, ſome Piophers,ſome | aftors, 
and ſome Doctors ; Some p:eac hing Deacons, 
ſome miniltring Deacons, not for one time, or 
all cimes, nor for one place, or all places, bug 
diverſly according to the divers rimes and pla- 
ces. In theſe rimes and theſe places,P ophers:z 
In thoſe times , and thoſe places, Apoliles;In 
other times and places, t-vangeliits : In other 
times Paltors; Ar all times and in all places, _ 
Teachers, (call chem by what name you pleaſe 
$0 he gwe gifts to thoſe divers exllings a 
divers times : But ro Preachers and Teachers, 
Priefts or Miniſters (who ere for all times} 
this gift of knowledge and utterance , this gifg 
of a /earned tongue, 

"Tis che humour of the times now to dife 
pure abour the ticle of a Biſhop, or Preſbyrer, 
or Superinrendent: bur wich n'mes we meddle 
nor at preſenr, nor the forme of Chorch dif- 
cipline. Indced herein doth partly confift the 
excellency and perfcRion of the tate of the 

B 3 Church 
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Church under Chrit, that ic is not bound?; 
ortyed up ( as twas under ;Moſes ) to Ie- 
ruſalem, or any ſetplace , to this or that 
order of mimftry or government, to theſe , or 
thoſe neceſſary ceremonies ; bur is at liberty 
to appoint any thing that ſErveth for the de- 
cency or building up of the Church. For ro 
preſcribe an exact forme, as Moſes -did of his 
Church, were ro make a Coar for the Moon , 
whereunto the Church is likned very well be- 
cauſe ir 1s ſometimes increaſing , ſomerimes 
In the wayne, ſometimes in the full, and ſome- 
cimes in the Eclipſe. 

B cthat I maynort ſeem to build a porrall 


£00 big for my houſe, I come to the aſſertion 


the which I have raken upon me to defend: 
Viz. 
That itYs neceſſary, a Miniſter or Preacher 
ſhould be shild in humane Learmng: 


This Theſis I ſhall prove by theſe enſuing 
Arguments: 

1» From the power of the rongue, & that, 
1, As 'tis a naturall gift, common to all 
» As 'ris a ſpe: jall gifr, proper to the 

- CPiictt or Miniſter, 
2. In that it 15 neceffary, that the Preach- 
& Ibould exceed the people tin knon ledge, 
hace 


A 
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fince he takes upon him by his preaching to 
inltru& them. | 4 

Becauſe learning is eſpecially neceſſa 
for the underſtanding os es pos bog And 
under this head I ſhall ſpeak concerning the 
Preachers knowing the Tongues , che liberall 
Arrs and Sciences (under which is comprehen- 
ded Philoſophy, ) chen Hiſtory , and fomewhac 
concerning Claſlicall Authors, nor forgetting 
(rhe main thing of all ) the Civill Law, 

4+ Fromthe example of, 

Fx. Moſes, Daniel, and Solomonin the 
old Teſtament. 
2. Paul, Stephen, Apollos,Nathaniel, 
by. Nicodemus in the New Teſtament. 
3- The Fathers, chat were the Pillars . 
of the Church,and inſtructed in hu- 
t Mmanc hrcerarure, 

5. Becauſe learning in a Preacher is ne- 
airy in a politique ſence]: And ro coutemne 
it brings in diſorder, both to che Church and 
Common Wealth, 

6 From the Vſe and Fnd, of learning. 

7. Andlalily (totake in all ) by anſvering 

all objeKions to the Contrary. 

1. Asto the Firſt Argument drawn from 
the power of the Tongue, and that, 

$, As tis a natural gif common to all with 

$ a 
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2 Preacher Of whar power: and prevalency I 
Tow and well mmnged ? ongue 15 of ps 
ent \vritings witneſs ſufficiently, and dayly ex- 
perience reaches us. "Tis like the Achates, 
which ſtone no painter can paint for the varie- 
ty of irs colours. lr peirces into mens breaſts, 
winding and turniog, and putting them into a- 
ny polture , captivating the f uditors as it 
pleiſes. Serpent-like ir can cunningly inſt 
nuate, and enter at the: ſmalleſt hole; when 
ir plevſes, can preſently put irs ſelf into a po- 
ſture of warre, 2nd falles upon rhe enemy with 
a lyon-like violen. e.. It fights,it makes peace, 
it can highly conmend and as biringly . diſ- 
grace: t lavghs, it cryes , it has the dominion 
over all , and i« the ſole Paramont and E mpe- 
Tour of the Vmiverſe, . ur I may be filent,lince 
Sr. james does hirgly Ceſcribe its qualities 
in his Fpiffle c. *. . nd (as to "my Purpoſe 
more in hand) I ſhall ſpeak ofit more partt= 
eularly, 

2+A5s it is a ſprituall gift proper to the Preiſte 

bood,and theOr gan or 1: ſlrument of the 
holy Ghoſt, | 


| For(asweknow) the gift ofa Tongue is 
conn:0n to all ſorts of men, together. almolt 


wathall ſorts of Crearues , and is uſed ES 
rver 
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Ever ſounds, if noc ſpeach, bur ſpeach a 
thoſe that are rationall ; And yer chey that can 
nacurally ſay Lord and Jeſus capnot - , thax 
Feſus is the Lord but by the Holy « holt, as St. 
Paul ſpeaks ro the Corinthians : 1.Cor, c.12.v, 
3. 1.e, cannor ſpeak — reverent= 
ly, and preach his majeſty and benefits, bur by 
a facther gifr of the ſpirit (which rakes not a» 
way le-:rning, bur lers it be wich. it. , as irs ſer. 
vant and ſubo:dinate) And ſecing Moſes could 
ſpeak readily enough in civill matters, 1 (iy 
tothe Hebresywherefore ſmuteſt thou thy fellow? 
Exod. 2, 13. Yer when he wis ſent on Gods 
ſpecial mefſ'ge roPharoihyſ ich O Lord / am noe 
eloquent, but heavy of mouth and of 4 ſlow tongue 
Exo:1.4 t1oAnd ſcing Iſuch, - hen he ſhovid be 
ſent to preach ,co'ld fiy, He was a man of 
weclean lips, nd he durſt not uſe them,rill che 
Secaphin. had rouche his mouth with 4 Coat 


from the Altar: And ſeing Jer2my ( tho''gh 


God told him tht he hid 0:d1ined him » Poe 
her roche mrtions) ſ1ys, Ab Lord Ged, be- 
id 1 cannot ſpeak, for [am a Child; And ſe- 
ins Did, when be would ling praiſes , cryes, 
Lord open thou my lips, when he himſelf before 
had opened them to wantonneſs and murder : 
l inally , ſeing Sc. Pl befo e his converſion, 
could breath our chucatnings and laughter a+ 
gainl} 


baba 
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gainſt the diſciples of the Lord: but being ſent 
to preach . delires the Saints to pray for him, 
that a doore of utterance might be grven 1m, that 
he might open bis mount þ boldly to publiſh the ſe- 
erets of the Goſpell ; All thele conhdered, Ir 
1s manifeſt, that it 1s one thing ro ſpeak , and 
another to preach , one thing to have a rongue 
by narure and another thing, to have the gift 
of a rongue by rhe Holy Ghoſt, And that 1s a 
ſpeciall honour and priviledge granted to the 
Calling of the Minittry, 

And here a little 1 muſt ſtand ro obviate 
the prerences of the Enthuſiaſts , who would 
have us beleeve, that they have (like thoſe 
fore mentioned) ſuch a tongue from the Holy 
Ghoſt , and what they ſpeak is from the ſpirit 
within them, '' o theſe I anſwere 1, That thoſe 
fingle men of old that delivered Gods word 
were 1. publickly deſigned Prophets. 2. Ap- 
proved of by che high preiſt and Sanhedrim, 
and 3 indued with a publick ſpirit , and its 
doctrines were always agreeable to the ather 
Scriptures, Put how farre they are different 
from theſe, All menin'their right ſenſes can 
eaſily diſcerne, Burt 21ly. To expoliulate rhe 
caſe with theſe men: }ither their ſpirit (by 
which they ſay they preach ) isa private one, 
or a publick one ? If private, chen 'tisro _ 

v1VCS 
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ſelves only, and uſcfull ro none elſe. And hoy 
often have we read, how mens malancholy 
rempe:s have deluded them, and made them 
fancy ſuch Chimeras ? But again; If publick? 
Then it mult enter in ar the Jonre of rhe mi- 
niſtry and divine Ordinances, of Gods grace 
and mans t ndeavours, ( I repeat it ayain, 
mans Endeavonrs, which will rake in alſo our 
Fndeavours after knowledge and learning )1nd 
it mult be ſubje& ro the Prophers, and theic 
cenſures of it, Elſe it muſt juttthe irs Extraor- 
dinarineſs by miraculous effects , the which 
none of us yer ever ſaw. And ſuch a ſpirit they 
mult confeſle, they have nor. 

I think, we never read of any Doors, that 
have been inftrumenrall in preaching the 
word, lince the Apoſtles : bur what had the 
oround-work of humane learning laid in them, 
And no doubt, God moſt extraordinarily giv« 
ing theApo'tles the gifr of Tongues bythe holy 
Cholt, did infuſe all thoſe habits of Science 
which we are nov put upon to acquire: though, 
they were not taught as We are, to make a Syl- 
logiſme yruPp in Barbara,or told there were 
ren Prxdicaments. I confeſſe our Philoſophy, 
Arts, and all humane Sciences without Gods 
ſpirit are bur ſome glimmerings ; bur like the 
Starres that ſhine in the night chey keep our 
] Tealon 
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reaſon ſrom being quire in the darke, True; 
when Gods ſpirit is ſuperadded , like the Sun 
arilng, it out-ſhines all choſe ſmaller lights, 
. bur they are not Pur-our, bur retnaine (till as 
uſefull. 

Now of this gift 07 1lewned tongue,nothing 
is ſpoken hur tivours 1nd blcthings, Solomon 
thit mot lexrne.l Þ her , fays of it in his 
Proverbs ,*Tis as c/horce Silver, c. 10.v.20. The 
T7 ongue of the wiſe man 15 health, v, 21, The lips 
of the righteous feed many. T he torgue of the 
wiſe is health, The la of the wiſe is a fountaine 
of life. An. the like. And whatſoever things 
proceed fron ſich lexned preachers, they are 
ſiy!'d by* r. Be mird 'er, 2.1m reſar, Dai. aro- 
mara,(.ver L4ces, mithe iniruments 0 reach» 
ing, reproving,and inltructing in nghtcouſneſs 
that the man of Go may be made perfect 
emto all good works. And therefore this gift 
of a le:rned tongue is very excellently called 
oleum efrj::m, Oyl po vred our tottie come 
fort of 2thers , which 1s berter then oleum 1 
fuſurm, Ozl povred only in to ones On con 
fort, For tley that are wiſe {ſays Dmiel) ſhall 
ſtire as the b» ghtnes of the Firmament: but the 
that turn others u109 r ghee mſmue(s ſhall ſhine as 
the Starres for ever and ever. 

Iheicisa double operation of the Hol 
Ghol 
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Ghoſt in miniſters ; the one , whereby ic dorh 
iowvardly {irengrhen them with virtues to their 
own ſalvation: a 2d. whe:eby 1t doth ourward- 
ly ado:n them with gifcs to the ſilviation of o- 
> gy ſor ex2mple, Faith, Hope nd (arity, 
and ſuch o: her virtues, arc given unto them- 
ſelves , daniuy i{lis propter i{los: withour hich 
they could not be {xved, Bur the word of wiſe 
dome, and the word ot knowledge , a lexrned 
tongue,” ropheiying, ane ſ1«h other gifts (which 
men may want and yet be ſecuie of thar ſal. 
vation) are given un'o Mini''ers robe poured. 
out,and (em tothe ptofir of their neighbours, 
And theſe oj erations of the Holy Goof), as 
Minil'ers receive them to their own comfort 
are c:1|'d 1-fuhones, and as tacy pour them our 
uz on others are 1i1l'd effuſrones, £ nd of whar 
force an! cfh-:cy they are of to a Miniſter in 
his fun&ion, has in part been theiven and will 
appear further in What docs tollo'y, 


2 Are.In that it 15 abſolutely nece! ary, that the 
Preacher ſhould exceed the people in hrow- 
ledge, ſince be takes upon hum by bis Preaching 
to inſtrutt them, | 


Ir is ar leſt an imperfection in the l-nd, where 


it may be ſaid: Sach as 1s ihe people for krow- 
ledge 


h_ 0” 
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ledge ſach is the Teacher. And the people of 


this land, eſpecially in Cities and great ro-vns 
are no lefle exerciſed in the body of che Scrip- 
ture, and the tranſlated Commentaries of late 
writers,thentheirmimſters are. And if their 
knowledge reach no further, may they not tru- 
ly ſay of them , ſuch people ſuch preiſt > Again. 
If it be thennure , cultome, and practice of 
the people, mil ram verert, quam ne dubitare 
aliqua de ve videant ur (as Tully {1ys ot Vellc- 
jus ) tanqgram ex Deorum conſilio deſcerdiſſent: 
as en they dwelt in the boſome of the F2- 
thersand ancient Counſnuls ; How ſhall Mi- 
nilters be able to reprove and reforme them, 
being endued bur with the ſame meaſure of 
knowledge ? How ſhall chey rake them up that 
be fillen, haveing no more ſtrength in their 
armes then they ? If induſtry , memory , ut- 
rerance , and ſtronoy lungs & to be found a- 
mong the people in as high a degree , as thoſe 
of the Clergy ; and they haye for their advan- 
tage bol.ineſs (hich is Soboles imperitie )) the 
ſeed and oft-fpring of rheir 1gnorance : for a- 
Jas what is their knowledge but armed igno- 
rance againlt rhemſelves ? ) will not the hand 
deſpiſe rhe eye, if 1t ſee no more then it does? 
And the boy contemne rhe head if their g'frs 
þe equall ? Eyery Saul will be ready to thruſt 


them 
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them our of cheir Chaires.Pulpirs and Offices, 
if they can Prophene as well as they. Yeazto 
our greif and the ruine of the, Church, we now 
experience , What a Father of old ( ſpeaking 
to the like purpoſe) feared , ne hic ſecurims , 
Wie ſtrvam , alius pellem, alins ligza, alins de- 
mg; forcipem abjiciens , ſe hue conjer,ut, aliusg; 
alinm circa menſum ſacro ſauntlum, F Pulpita 
C7 ( athedras protrudant ON comprumant, \Ve 
in this nation are Patt fearing , :nd the words 
are made good amengit us, tor already, bic ſe- 
eurimille ſtirvam, alius pellem, a/ius ligna, alins 
denig; forcipem abjiciens ſe huc contulir Cc, 1 
wiſh it could not be ſud, "Tis no + the trade 
of Preaching., and the marchandiſe of Reli- 
210N. 

Bur (tay: Perhaps ſome one may ſay, I miſs 
of my mark : and that /the People like Teacher is 
no inconvenience, where the people may be 
learned, And / would to God, ({11d Moſes to 
Joſhua, Num. 11.29. when he ſeemed ro envy 
the Prophetie of dad 2nd Medad) that all 
conldPropheſre.Bur if we lpok intothat place, we 
Mall ſee, chat that gift of Prophetic was extra- 
ordinary an] miraculous to ſome : upon whom 
(0d by proviſe , and upon ſpeciall purpoſe 
poured out his ſpirit: If not for thit initance 
(as ſo:ne think)yer ſor ſomeone ſpecial regard, 
as 
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as ro make them able ro governe the people 
As for this grene:; knowl edge i in the people, it 
enfo:ceth a greater kno-vleds | in the minittry: 
For as the kn» vledge which nov 15 found in 
many of our Artificers , Would hwe ſeemed 
a g024 meaſure fo” a pariſh Prictt in time of 
Pope: y , © hen the people were muzled vp 1n 
1onorance and error - ſo mult there alfo be an 
anol py an] pro 0:tion berween the knovv- 
ledge of the people noiv adayes,mnd our Prietts 
and Minitte:s, A type of this is no:ed ro be 
the appe*ring of the mizhey God Jchova on 
che mouncune, 1» here only Moſes and Aaron 
were admitted to ſee his bick parts, and tht 
which might be ſeen of him {tin.{ing on rhe 
mountain. Buc Sacrorum admin fri , vn ho 
wW-re no: the Prieſts and Levices , (for as yer 
they were not o:dained ,bur (as | yra notes out 
of R. Solomon, }un.ind lremellius aſhrn e\the 
firſt horn of the Princes of the rwelve tribes, 
who uſed ro offer Sacrifice) Theſe, I ſay Sa- 
crorum admiſtri, 1nd the people mizhr not 
couch the skirt of the Hill,bur that which © od 
ſaid, they ſhould /earn, not immediacely from 
him bur by che memes of Moſes and Aaron. A 
nocable figure of the excellency of knowledge, 
Which 1s required i in the minitiry above the ca- 
pacity of the common people ; arguing , _ 
& 


—_ 
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the people mult learn, and the miniſter teach: 
the preacher ſeek to leain, Whitſoever may be 
known of God, the people ſhould be conrenc 
with whatſoever 15 anliwerable to their cas 
pacity, and profitable for their edifying, 

I mult acknowledge, that this nitle or attri- 
bute of /e--rrm!7g may be arrributed ro every 
good Chrii.iin. For how may he be accompred 
unlearned, * ho (it he kne:y nothing elfs) hath 
lerwned our of the Apoltles Creed, ultra mxn- 
danim philoſophiams,( a8 | raſmus cals it) a phi- 
lologhy beyond the philoſophy of the world ? 
which ne!6her Pythogoras nor Llato , bur jeſus 
Chriſt , the ſon of che hving God hath delt- 
vered unto us. 1 ow may he be accompred 
unlearned, who hath had Chriſt and his holy 
Apollles for his Schoolmaſters, and hath learn- 
ed of them the right path way to feliciry? And 
they Which have not learned theſe things 
how are they called Chrifttans ? And hov 
can they be called rude and ignorant, which 
have learned and beleived them 2 For (as E- 
raſmus ſyes 12ain "ella eft ſantta ruſt icitas, ſeut 
nulla eſt ryſticana ſanttitas : ubicurq; enm eft ve- 
ra ſarttitas , ibi eſt magna Philoſophia , minime-< 
que vulgaris eryditio, But yer amongſt theſe 
learned there is a difference. For they excell 
and excced the relt un learning , unto whom 


uw 
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it is given by a ſpeciall prerogative from the 
Holy « bolt roinftruct others to righteouſneſs 
unto whom the Lo:d hach given a pnre and 
aclean heart-a principal and mvinable ſpiric 
the wiſdo!me of Serpents joyned withthe in- 
nocency ot voves, a tongue hike the pen of a 
ready Writer , a learned tongue to kno + hoy to 
muntiter aword in ſcaſon tathoſe that are wea- 
ry ; lips in which not only rhe Flexanimis 
Vytio of the Heathen hath 1ts relidence : bur 
on Which are poured heavenly graces , by the 
power and efhcacy of the Holy Ghoſt, 

For 1ts fit and convenient, that that they ex- 
cel othe:s in degree and calling ſhould excel in 
virtue and gifts, There are alrealy ſta ted by 
the Caſuiſts tive Thouſand caſes of Contcience 
and dayly more wile: and the:fore Miniſters 
tl;at are 10 anſwer the doubrs of a whole king - 
dome, \ hoſe office it 15 ro determine in di- 
vine ſcruples j1,ould be men @ exriordinary 
endowments. For their oltice 15 of larger ex- 
ren! then 10 make. *ermons, ani! perk vel ee 
nough to the pleating of vulg1 and undiſcern- 
ing Auditors. Neither 1s it enough that they 
be good amongſt the bad , learned amon-it the 
ignorant; bur they muſt he buſt amonglt the 

00d, and of greatelt knewwledge among the 
{wy Te ave the light of the world (ſays 
our 
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outSaviourMar.5.14 )ayes,as 'rwere,iſſuing fro 
the touncaine of erernall light.C hrilt rherctores 
we ſee, beſpeakes his mmit.ers to be as torches 
or eminent luminaries, like the Sun in the fir- 
mament , for all the world to be enlighned by 
ic, 1heir luſtre ſhould be grear as at noon day 
able to diſpell all che miſts of error; for a 
knowledge in them , like the twilight is nog 
{ficient , and is next unto darkneſs, 

Learning qua learning,i-e.an abiliry to teach 
others, challenges a natural preheminence and 
ſuperioricy. For all dominion 1s naturall 
founded in che underltanding and we ſubmig 
that imperious faculryro none but(od and our 
Teachers. Hence Paul is ſaid ro have fate ag 
his Tutors feer,which implyes duty and ſubor- 
dination- Now a prehdency or authority in 
the miniltry is intimated by that power our 
Saviour gave his Apolttles. Ir is ſaid Mar. 28, 
19. All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth , goe ee therefore and reach. So that 
nov the Apottles had a power given them 'ore 
the underſtandings of the people. Now how 
can unlearned perſons regulate mens un- 
underſtandings ? And ſo how can they be 
TerrG 76 apteBurreys , Prefidents and gover- 
yours of theChurch,if they knoiv no more then 
thoſe chey pretend to in{truR ? Wiſemen( we 

| C know) 
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know) are only fir to governe: and learning 
maintaines that relation , whilſt it k of 
contempts,ſiops rhe mourhes of all gal ayers, 
ſearches our truth and ſtates what ir is, and 
mult neceſſarily force all that are in their ſen- 
ſes ro honour it, I am ſure amongſt wiſer per- 
ſons it has always been efleemed a title of no» 
bility and great eminency. Ego enim, quid a- 
lind munificentie adhibtre potur , mt Badia w”—_ 
fic dixerim, in umbra educata, e qn.bus (laritn- 
do wenit, (nd Seneca to Nero. No doubt bur 
learning enablech men to procure more favour, 
and bring more reputation to religion by the 
reatneſle of rheic parts. Great thenis the 
Lineſs of thoſe 11licerate perſons that ven- 
ure upon this calling wich mo:econfidence by 
reaſon of their greater ignorance , and being 
not able to diſcharge the dury of a miniſter by 
re1ſon of their want of learning, they become 
workmen who need to be aſhamed , not rightly 
d:wid.rg the word of Truth, 


3+ Arg. Becanſe learning is eſpecially receſſary 
for the under ſtardirg of the Scriptures, 


ThisI lay Cone for a ground work, that 
there 13 «mm receſſarium nicth Mary, to fer at 
the feet of Jeſus and his Apoſiles; aud bear ns 
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read the Scriptures. And thar we muſt,” not 
with rhe Egyptian Dog 6 there & fugere, taſt 
of Nilus and Ro & be tisfied with a 
draught. Bur (as tis ſaid of wiſdome) we 
mult io eat of them, that we may be the more 
burgry after them, And as it is ſaidof the 
woundrous works of Gol : That when 4 man 
hath conſidered them, and dme his beſt, ke muſt 
begin a9 4ine: and when he thinks to come to an end 
he muſt ge again to his firſi labour ; for the con- 
frderation T infinite, & when we have read 0- 
yer the Scriptures and coniidered them, and 
done our belt, we mult begin again. And when 
we think -ve have mide an end, goe gain to 
o 17 firlt labour, for the kno-vledge -. profir 
of then is infiaice. Having, 1 lay , ſer this 
don for a rule and ground,rthat the Scriptures 
are all-ſuſhcient and only ſufhciene for the 
wo:ke of our Salvation , and that they are the 
ground of all Truth; Ic is not abſurd , ſays 
C lement the Pope in the Decrees, diſt. 27.5 
aliquid etiam ex eruditione communt, ac libera- 
libus ſkudits que forte etiam in pueritia attigimus 
ad aſſertionem veri d»@ maris conferimus, - nd (0 
I ſiy, a third Rexſon why a miniſter ſhould be 
Skild in hamine lerxning,may be the great ne- 
cehiry and help ic is of, for the unde:ſtznding 
xe holy Scriptures, 
C 3 And 
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j pt here 1 muſt defcend to parciculars,and 
ea 

T Of the ſtudy of the Tongues, Hebrew and 
Creek, inthe which the holy Scripture is wiot, 

Now theſe are neceflary for five Reaſons, 

1, Since, there is no tranſlattan rhat 1s 
nor in many places faulty : and thoſe thar are 
the molt learned,diſogree much in interpret- 
ing the meaning of choſe places ; how ſhall 
that minilter, « An 1s :gnorant of rac Originall 
Tengues be able to conſult the C ontext, to la- 
tixfye and informe his own judgment and 0- 
thers thar will cavill with him ? He muſt pre- 
ſcntly be at aftand,and confele his ignorance. 
Ee that it forced to read a tranſlation , can no 
moe cleruly unde:{tand rhe Authors Original, 
then chofe chat look th: ough a thick black-bag 
can ſee the graces of a picture, And 1emem- 
ber, waters the further they run fiom the 
fountain, the leſle clear they are , and mo:e 
Lmpure. * 

2. Every tongue has its Emphaſis and 
particular graces , that can never be genuinely 
exprelt in another longuage. The exactett 
1] ran{lator cannever lively expreſſe that Ma- 
jelty and ſublimiry of ſtile the Holy Ghoſt 
writes in, Never did any interpreter reach the 
Aurho:s mind 1n every thing, and the beſt _m- 

cert 
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erred in ſonerhings. So that 1 muſt commend 
1hemiſto.les , char being in baniſhment, and 
having leave to ſpeak to the King of Perſia, 
chole rather ro ſpend a rwelvemonths time 
firlt ro learn the rongue rather then diſcover 
his mind by proxie. 

3. BEecauſe ir has been the practice of the 
Church always, for thoſe that preach to learn 
thoſe rongues. Origen would had the He- 
brew words 10 have been tranſlated into no 9- 
ther tongue, but kept uncorrupred by thoſe 
that knew them. They report Hierom, a ve- 
ry old man , to have learnt the Hebrew Rudt- 
ments, And Luther was of opinion ro negle& 
the ſtudy of theſe tongues , were to recall rhe 
antient barbariſme. This 1s ſure, that when in 
the year 1470, the knowledg of them was re- 
vived, the Egyptian darknefſe was difpel'd, 
__ the Goſpell ſhine1 forrh in greater ſplen- 

or. 

4. Becauſe they that by the help of them 
have ſearch't the context, have proved amongſt 
us the moſt eminen: Divines: witneſs Luther, 
Melantthon, Muſculus, Mercer, Parens and 0- 
thers; Moreover the Papiſts rhe more any 
of chem were skild in theſe tongues, were by 
ſo much the lefle corrupred then others, as 
Monanusr, Maſins and others. And others 
L (though 
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(though in other things very learned ) th:o-gh 
their ignorance herein have erred very grouſe 
ly, os their Commentaries ſufhciemly wit- 
neſs againft chem. 

$s. Becauſe learned men have always e- 
teemed highly of the ſtudy of them. Luther 
preferred his knowledg of the Hebrey I-n- 
guage before all riches. So Melarcthon, Mey 

cer , Parexs and others. And don't retort vu 
on me, Thar there have been very learned &. 
vines » ithout them, as Bernard and Aquinis 
For in their dayes the ſtudy of rhoſe rongues 
Was not quite ſo neceſlary as it is in ours, For 
intheir rimes all F urope vas of the ſame faith 
and v orſhtpped God in the ſame manner ; 
v hereas in our daies, there are as many religt- 
ons almoſt as men. Nowiſtanding rhovgh, 
Thoſe Farhers who by reaſon then of their 
| wap troubles and Cares had not leauſure ſo to 
oz, perſvaded others to ſtudy them : / nd if 
rhey could not for their buſfnefle , thar then 
they ſhoutd addrefle themſelves to the meoft 
eminent linguiſts, As tothe Greek longuage 
In particular , he that is ignorant of it, mi be 
alfo of rhe new 1 cftarrent , the Septuogint, A- 
quila, Syr:machus and Thcodoton and m 
ſhort rhe Greek Fathers : And truly he thar 
vallfully will acgleS theſe, may as well kick 
Divigicy 


Divinity out of doores,In a word,as to tongues 
which a Miniſter ſhould know, the Crofle of 


Chritt cells us, where our Saviours name Was 
wrote in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, 


2. The liberall Arts and Sciences, 

1. Grammar, For this tels us the various 
acception ot a word, and hoiv ſuch a Conjun- 
&tion of numher, caſe , or gender alters the 
ſenſe, fron whence ſo miny diſputes have tis 
ſen. Yerparucles themſelves miſunderſtood 
and miſplace.l have made parties and divizons 
in Religion. 

2. Rhetorick, This is as neceſſary to a 
Preacher, as the eye is to the head : and of 
Whar po.yer and force 'tis of ro win upon an 
Auditory | have briefly ſpoxk before. I muſt 
confeſſe ſome have miſuſed ir, but they that 
rightly apply it cannot bee diſcommended : ſo 
that - br Eloquen-:e be according to the na- 
ture of the SubjeR , high, myjeltick, and hea- 
venly : ſuch as we find in Moſes and the Pro- 
phers and Sr, Paul, and other the holy writers; 
more Elegant, I ſ1y , then the grexelt Rhero- 
ricians amongſt the Greekes and Romanes, I 
appeal ro Sr, Auſtin /. 4. c. 6. de Doct, Chriſt, 
char obſeves our of fr, Pauls Epiſtles and the 
prophecy o; Amos , (olons, (ommas 5 gee” 
rm: 
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and Figures more accurately then any Rheto- 
rician has done out of Demoſthenes or Cicero, 
Andi if you approve not of the florithes ofRhe- 
torick, and the adorning of things, goe and ac- 
cuſe God (if you dare) rhat has Created (o 
beautifull a heaven and earth , and the orna- 
menrs thereof. If our Shoes muſt be ſo fine, why 
May not our rongue receive its graces alſo ? by 
whoſe eloquence we are eſpecially diſtinguith- 


ed from Brures ? 
3. Logick, Py this we underſtind the 


contexture,merhod , argumentation and analy 
fis of the Scripture, By this only we knb.v 
when we ſpeak truth or no. Iris as the helme 
to guide us, and the rule ro meaſure all things 
by, Herc is our ſtore-houſe for all arguments 
fo prove ourTexr by,and without it we ſhbuld 
all be confounded , an knory nor how ro get 
out of the dark, Our Saviour was the grear ma- 
ſter of it:whilſt we read of him dayly diſputing 
i the Temple, ho cloſely does he Prove his 
dodrine , retorting upon the Phariſces their 
own argumettrs, and wholly Glencing them 
with his unanſwerable Dilemmas ? Whar ſhall 
Ifay of Pauls famous Sorires , whereby he 
Proves Cod ro have foreſawen, called and 
juſtified by faith, the Ele? T ake this <c:ence 
avay , and I vitl warrant you;rhe Jeſuires i = 
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eaſily diſpure us our of Proreſtanriſm® 
Take away this touch-ſtone}, and they will 
make any merrall ſeem good with us , and paſs 
for pure Gold, M1 ether free-will be to be grants 
ed? Whether there 1s an wniverſal redempiion,or 
»o ? and a numberleſs ſuch like propolitions of 
great moment are to be exan:ined hence by the 
Rules of de onm & de null», and other rules ir 
this Science. 1 will only inſert a ſtory tharT 
have heard of one (of what ſe& he was of, I 
mention nor, becauſe I would give ns body of- 
fence) that ſhould come peremprornly to a 
Dr. of this nation to diſpute his Tenenrs withy 
him. The Dr. entertain'd him freindly , and 
firſt &f all askr him what profeſſion he was of + 
A Taylor, ſays he, Very well ſays the Dr. bur 
preethee freind, let me ask thee one Queſtigh, 
Whar's that, ſays,the Tayler?Didft thou never 
o& a peece of new Cloath into an old G arment? 
'erhaps I have , what then? Then , ſays the 

Doctor, I will prove you our of Scripture ro be 
ne man, That I don't beleive, ſays the T ay/or, 
Well I'l doe it thus : Says our Saviour, No 
mrpurtteth new cloath into an old Garment , bur 
you confefle you he, therefore you are no 
man. The mn was aſtoniſhed at it : and find- 
ing himſelf to be caught in a Labyrinth , knev 
not \\ hat way ro get out , bur by telling the 
Docar 
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Door , he was a SoPhiſter, Thus we may ſee 
ho-v neceſſary Logick is, and that wirhour it a 
Miniſter ill almott as abſurdly be ſurpriz'd, as 
this hmple fello.v was, 

4. Ethicks, This Science was the Hea- 
thens only divinity, and has Gad for his Au- 
thor,from whence ive know him to be the Sum- 
wm bonym,and foro attract the will umo him, 
Henze we kn» v how the will ob1ys the under- 
ſinding,vhar virtues and what vices are,thoſe 
to be folloved , theſe are to be avoided, Whas 
the priſons are and how to be moderated, ſe- 
verall diſtin&ionsof tin and 1gnorance,am\ how 
farre we are, 0: are not at ſometimes excuſa- 
ble.In ſhore molt of theQunettions ofPolemicall 
Divinity are grounded upon this Science, and 
decided from it. Ir';ſaid ro be che Hand-mud 
to, a degree of appraximition if not of partici» 
pation of Divinity,Of v hich may be ſaid , as it 
15 of the ature, conpare it with the herwens and 
it 1s a kind of earch, ccmpare it with the earth 
and it 13a kind of heaven : $0 compare morall 
Phyloſophy wirh Divinity 'cts much inferiour, 
conpare it With the orher lover arts,'ris a Di» 
VIRILY. 

5. Naturall Philoſophy. Hence 2x Di- 
vine h's many things concerning the Soul, of 
the auture of ſtones, plants, living Creatures 

: ; KC, 
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'&c, AndtheScriprure in many places ſends 
us to the 11v of narure. Prov. 6. 6. Coe to the 
Ante thou Sluggard , conſider her ways and be 
wiſe: Where the Holy Ghoſt » ould ſpar us u 
to be induſtrious by the example of an abje&k 
worme. Jer. 8. 7. The Storke inthe heavens 
knowes her appointed times , and the Turtle, and 
the Crane, and the Swallow obſerve the time of 
their cComm:rg but my people know not the Judg- 
ment of the Lord: where ©:04 vpbraids the peo- 
ple of their ſi:pinefſe,.an1 the not foreſecing 
their imminent dangers, from Creatures that 
are without all underftinding. So our Sxvi- 
our Chritt (Mar. 6.) bidshis diſciples , (onſie 
der the Fowles of the a re , and the Lilies of the 
field, and fo caſt rhemſelves rpon © 0.1s provi- 
dence. Againe, 'tis {ud 1. Cor. 11 14. Doth xot 
even nature it ſelf tecch you, that if a man have 
lorg harre&c. The grace of Gol ſuppoſes m1- 
cure and the Scripture teaches it nt but takes 
ir for granted, that we kno.v whatſoever of na» 
cure may be kno vn by the light therof, 

6, CQAMetaphyſicks. This is the nobleſtof 
all ſciences,that contemplates vPon the nacure 
of Gol , his attribures and his workes , and on 
choſe ſpirituall ſubſtances the A ngels. Ir cells 
vs ho'v the divine natrre 1s united to the hu- 


mane in Chriſt , and hoy to confute mm 
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piſts in their vanity of Tranſubſtantiation, theik 
Quantitas ſine exten one, their Corpus ſine loco, 
their materia ſine form, their Accidents with- 
oura SubjeR. Laſtly it helps much for the ex- 
plaining thoſe great mylteries of predeſtinit- 


'on, regeneration, and Juſtification by faith in 


Chriſt, 

7. CMathematickr, As there is both pro» 
fir and delight in rhcm, fo they are exceeding 
neceſſary ro atr:ine other Arts more cleafly 
and demon(tratively ; bur eſpecially rend ro 
the {tudy of divinity:For they are(as the Plato- 
nilts (tyle chem) D.ſcipline Purgatorie , whillt 
they take che mind oft f:om grofler materiall 
things,and many irrational dehtres,and ſo ren- 
der it mo't fit for the conremplation of things 
that are more divine, Of what uſe they are of 
for the underitanding and interpreting holy 
Scripture, St, Auſtin |. 2. c. 16. de Dxt, Chr. 
largly declares : Shewing that through the ig- 
nornce of Muſick , many things are nor well 
underſtood , as being metaphorically and my- 
ſically pur in the Scriptures. He inſtances 
in mmny examples and reiterates this his opt» 
nton very fully in the ſame book c, 37. So je- 
rome is of opinion,that the knowledge of num- 
bers is of great virtue for underſtanding the 
mylieries of the Scripture, In which place on, 

wacre 
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wherehe ſpeakes char, hee aflerts, thar Geo- 
merry 1s of great uſe ro Divines, And again 
St. Auſtin in the place forementioned lays 
Mulick 1s very neceflary for one that preacherh 
Chritt: adding wirhall , char Divines ſhould 
be very well inſtcuged in (Ceography. Greg, 
Nazianzene kno\ing that right well , does 
highly conmend his Maſter, for his being 
ſo very well skil'd in Allrocomy, Geomerry, 
Arichmertick , and ocher Marthematicall Sct- 
ednes. 

How can a Divine wichout Geometry au» 
ſvere an Acheillicall Julian , or a ſcoſhng Lu- 
cian, that lavgh at the arke for a Moſaicall hg- 
ment, to be reported to containe Noah with 
his whole family , and all ſorts of living Crea- 
tvres behdes ? Yer Eurcon, an excellent Ma- 
thematician has Cemonltrated ro be there nor 
only ſpace enough for them all , bur alſo to 
containe a rvelvemonths vicuals for them. 

Again, Ho can a Divine without Aftro- 
nomy cell the Eclyps, the Chtorology of 
the Scripture; and whar ir ſpeakes concerning 
the conltellations of heaven,the Sunns degrees, 
the ſun and moons courſe, of Which ſeakes 
Iob g.9.% 5.38. Amos ch.g.v, 8. As alſoe the 
Frophet Iſaiah, St. Mathew, and others, It may 
therfoce ſhame a divine to be 1g1ocant of Aſtro- 
nomy 
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nomy, thit by irs ſtars,leads us (as it did of 
old che wiſe men) ro Chrilt ro worſhip him, 

In thorr, all other {..bordinare Sciences are 
of very gieat uſe to 1ixen our reaſons, & heigh- 
ten them to conremplate the wiſdone of rhe 
Creator in his beartitull creation of all things, 
And as a bladder it nor blowne is uſeleſſe,and 
if with wind is more rexdy for any,uſe; :So the 
Arts and Sciences ſharpen our faculties , and 
proportion them for greater things. 

3. Hiſtory, and that for theſe toure reſpeRs. 

I. Becauſe there are many alluf:ons in the 
bookes of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Eſther to the 
Culiomes of the Pertions: many paſſoges1n rhe 
Prophets illuttrable out of the hilloryes of the 
rimes and places ro hich they referre, many 
expreſſions in the New Tettanient belt expli- 
cable our of the Roman Lavs and Antiques, 
Many paſlages exquititely parallel'd in humane 
& uthors, and receiving much light from chem 
as Mr.(ataker has obſe: ved. Furche:rmore,rhz 
hifioryes of the Scripture, and them iracles of 
Moles, of Chit and his Apoltles , may even 
out of Heathen vritrers be confirmed ( and a 
reflimony from Adverſuics is of great validi- 
ty) as has been largly prov'd by Mo:nay, and 
Grotius de verntate Chr, Religions, As the 
molt learned Dr Reynolds hincs in a ſe:mon of 


bis, 2z 
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2. Becavſe, the Prophericall Scriptures of 
the four Empires, of the Turke and Pope,and 
various ſtate of the Church cannor be under- 
flood withour hiſtory. As alſothe knowledge 
of times by the O/ymprads,the Faſti conſulares, 
and other (tanding wayesz of co:npuration are 
excceding neceſIiry to the exact ditiinguthing 
and digetitng of ſacred Ch;onology,and of the 
OCCUT.Cnces of Scripture to their proper times, 
as Aultin hath noted /, 2. 6.28. de dock. xtina. 

3- Becauſe Hiflory adds much to the un- 
deritanding of ancient Writers, 2nd Withour 
Eccleſtaſticall hi. o:y firſt rexd , the Fathers 
cannot be. 

4. Laſtly, Becauſe the Hiftory of all times 
1s a theatre to behold the 6ngular providence 
of God , that continvily watches ore his 
Church, and rakes vengeance on the enemyes 
thereof. ' 

Now as to Claſſicall Amnthors , we ſuppoſe 
them to be taught every Scholar in his mino. 
tity. The which, though a Preacher 1s not 
to mix With divinity,ſo as to fivfte up his Ser- 
mon wich quotations and ſcraps of ſentences 
our of then, : yer by his prexching it will ap- 
pear whether he everread them or no. Thus 
young, men are taught to dance ,. not ſo Much 


for totread ſuch a meaſure of tteps to the tune 
vl ytd 
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play'd,as to catty their bodies well at all tmes 
and plact $ ;So that you may eaily ſee wherber 
any one has been r:ughr char Arr, ( though he 
mak.s not Coupes heto:e you) by rhe neat aud 
_—_ depo:rment of his body. Now hoiv 
ar Claſſicall Authors miy advantage a divine 
for pronoting Chriltianicy in preaching , WE 
may fairly e frony Julian the Apoltare ; 
who in his Epittle to Iamblichus cacirely hints 
thac he ſhould forbid che Chriſtians to inter» 
-_ publickly the ancient authors, as Homer, 
eo, Demolthenes, Herodorus, Thucydides, 
Hocrates, Lyſias,and the like;lealt from thence 
they might perſwade the Gentiles ro Chrittt- 
an holyneſſe, Thar (o being deſticure of all 
eloquence , they mighr he leſle able ro winne 
upon the minds of the Gentiles. 

Liltly. As to the (124 Law, it refers eſs 
pe-ially ro the Scripture , and Without it a di- 
vine can't well and clearly explain adoption, 
juſtification , the po ver of the keys, and very 
many heads in divinity; 4nd how much .ic 18 
ne: eflary, the Prudent, learned and pious Mr. 
Barlow , now Provoſt of Queens (oll. in Oxford 
has judicioully pointed our in a Manuſcript, 
thic / have ſeen, very frequent in the hands of 

others. I + ill nor nov ſpeak of its prayſes,thac 
it whets,dice&s,cleares and confirmes our =_ 
on 
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fio:chouſe of all prudence , and of ſo neer afh- 
nicy to divinity , that they who take de» 
orees in it before they doe in Theology have 

according to ancient cultone ) higher privi- 
ledges then orhers. I am confident Mr. Calvin 
had never arrived to that maturity Wit houg 
it, 

In concluſion, I contend nor for the knoiw- 
legde of the wholeEncyclopedy to be in a mi- 
nitter, as though none were toenter into thae 
office, bur what runne through ir all : Bur I ſay 
it prepares men for divinity, and is to be pre- 
miſed, In a word, Fvery one ſhould be initia» 
red in ſecular learning; Ir is a flock ro graft di- 
vinity on, a better blueto rhe raking of the 
right black : And 7 wiſh all firſt well fludied 
Hur anity, that ſo they may be the abler Dea. 
Qors in Vivimry:whom their formalities may 
minde of what the dyers thereof doe , who 
firlt dye their clonh ith ſome inferiour Co= 
lour , that it may be a more perfett Purple, 

Now afcer all. If any aske me how far we 
Mould enrer into the fludy of the Tonguess 
Arts, Philoſophy, Hiſtory and the reſt, be- 
fore we take upon us the funtion of the mint- 
firy,and with what concitions we ſhould fludy 
them: it would require a gas confideration, 
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and is mote then /can or dare take upon me t6 
preſcribe : And we have in this nation moſt 
learned men that are able and ready to adviſe 
and dice&, Dr. Wilkzzs tcclefiaftes, and 0+ 
thers, | 

Bur if it may be lawful for me to ſpeak ne 
pre judicio alterins, ant paris , aut melioris intel- 
l:gentie (as on*. ſpeakes upon the ſame matter) 
you may be pleaſed to call ro mind that anci- 
enc diltiuiction of knovledge 1n eminente mn, ſuf = 
ficimem , & mediocrem, New for that knoiv- 
ledge , which they call enzmentems , It is - more 
then is neceflary for a minitter, Then , Thor 
which they call ſuffc:ent ( however the word 
ſeem tolerable,yer as they underſtand it)is two 
little. A mediverity is the belt : which may 
a3 well be required in a miniſter, as Caſtalis ir, 
a Courtier, or Twlly in an orator,or Vitruvias 
ia a Archice&t. Whom we expect nor ro be 
a moſt excellent Grammarizn, as was Ariſtar- 
chns,nor yet d44pue]@& : not an abſolute Mu- 
fitian, as was Ariſtoxenus,ncither yet duva@ : 
not an excellent Painter as Apelles, neither yer 
1peritns yeoid @-mor a Phylitian as Hippecra- 
tes, nor VC: erieroriyur@; Thus ina mint- 
ſter is required not l;ngular excellency in the 
Sciences, bur a convenient mediocrity. And 
in order to this, it is laivfull and neceſſary 9 

hudy 
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fludy prophane learning, with this condition 
reſeths ungubus & (apillis, ſer ting ahde all 
vanities and ſuperfluities, For that there ig 
boch good and bad in thoſe writings, the moſt 
hexthen Poet of them all confeſſes , (whodes 
ſerves eſpecially to be cattrated ) 


(rm legis Edipodem, caligantemgue Thyeſten, 

Colchidas cx Scyllas , quid mſi monſtra legis? 
Quid te vana jwoant miſere ludibria charte & 

Hoc lege quod poſſis dicere jure Tuum et, 

Marual, 

So that.as we read in E xodns £.4.How Zep- 
phora circumciſed her children,wvhich the An- 
vel elſe had flain,according roGods command, 
and by rhat meanes preſerved them alive : So 
the Carnale preputium (as 1 may fay) of ſecular 
learning being taken away, what remaines may 
be Iſracliticall, Thus you may gather the 
roſes only, whilſt you ler alone the briars and 
buſhes - and imicate the Bee, that though ſhe 
fall upon birrer as well as ſivcer taſted flowers, 
ſhe leaves whar is unſavoury behind,and ſucks 
out nothing bur the hony part. 


4+ By the Examples of, 1. Moſes, Damel, 
«4 Solomon in the old Teſtament. 
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Whether the Philoſophers borrowed rhe 


Sciences from the Scriprure , or that they had 
them otherwiſe taught them by rheHolyGholt 
(whoſe gifts,and molt excellent gifts no doubr, 
they are ) 1s not greuly mareriall, But this 
ve finde (v hich may ſerve for our inftructi- 
on) that, Moſes and Damicl were inſtructed in 
then. Sure 1tis Moſes had a mo't Noble E. 
ducarion in a Princes Court, and was brought 
upin all kind of good literature : ſays one of 
him, 

Tespein fagmnmein x maudvuaciy 

"Amy3I' aiggn?* ©; am omdy wn fav 


And in the Ats of the Apoltles ,c. 75. v.22, 

It is ſud of him, Aloſes was lrar:cd in all the 
lexym; Cl of the Egyptians , ard was mighty in 
word and deed, Here we have firlt his intel- 
leQuall perfe&tions deſcribed , in that he was 
learned in all the learning of the eAgyptians:x0d 
ſecondly his Civill, morall, and religious per- 
fections, a mighty man for oratory , a migh- 
ty man for attony, His book of Geneſis 1s full 
of niturall philoſophy : and that he © as skild 
in Aſtrology and Phylicks does often appear 
from his lawes, And !oſephus rell; us Moſes 
had a ſpeciill crre of the education of Chil- 
d:ea in good licerature, and we tind ſome cvi- 
dence 
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dence of it inScriprurz,wvhere he commandeth 
the people to teach the words of the law dili- 
gently untotheitr Children, Deur.6.7. 

And as to Damel, 'Tis mentioned to his ho- 
nour and his three Companions, that God gave 
them knowledge and till ta all learmrg and wiſ- 
dome: Dan, 1.17. meaning, as appears t, 4. of 
the ſame chap. the Caldeans learning, 

Shall I ſpeak of Solomon, no doubr but Da- 
vid had a fpectall care of his education : And 
I think none ever arived to a higher pirch in 
learning. His Proverbs witneſs his Erbicks , 
Occonomicks, and Polticks : And in his Eccle- 
fiaſtes 'tis apparent he was a moſt excellenc 
natralſt, as we read in the booke of Kings : 
And theſe are the copies thatPreachers ſhould 
rranſcribe,thar ſo they might bring great rep u- 
ration to Religion, 


2. Paul, Stephen, 1A pollos , Nathaniel aud 
Nicodemus in the new Teſtament, 


Paul he was broughe up ar the feer of a moſt 
lerned Lawyer, inttruced in Philoſophy and 
V oerry, as 1s manifeſt from his writings. And 
he quores even Herhen Poets ſayings in the 
holy Scripture. As eA, 17. 28. T9 34e 6- 
v@ iopip our of Arains, And 1 Cor. 15- 
33s 
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233. 63elyurry p3n 5058 Swnize xgxde our Of 
Menander, and Titrs 1. 12, Kenres det 44G- 
1, cc, out of Epirnemdesr. Apollos is com- 
mended, in that he was dy aiy1G. Stephen 
Is ſaid ro have been of ſo po verful a reaſon, 
that he flopt his Adverſaries mouthes, as we 
may read ut, Acts 6. 9, 10. where it 1s ſaid, 
T here aroſe certain of the Synagogue which is cal- 
ted the Synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrem- 
ans,and Alexandrians and of them of Cilicia,and 
of Aſia,diſpmirg with Stephen. And they ne-e not 
able to reſiſt the wiſdom and ſpirit by which be 
ſpake. 

; © "Ta we finde it, As 19, 9. That 
Panl, for rwo years together, did Naxizadur, 
in the School of one Tyrammes a Philoſopher : 
And (which is moſt remarkable) he wrote al- 
molt rhe greateſt part of the New Teſtament, 
and brought off more Souls from Idolatry to 
ſerve Chriſt, then any elle: I knovv not where 
I may not rightly ſay, becauſe he was the molt 
learned of all our Saviours followers, knowing 
deſt how friendly and prudently to ſuir himſelf 
to the manners of all Nations. By the ſhield 
of Faith he routed the Minerva of the Gre- 
&1ans, and oppoſed every Nation with their 
own Weapons, hil't he armed (as I may ſay) 


the knovledge of thole things they belt kne'v 
agaunlt 


I 
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againſt them. Hereupcn he confounded the 
Jews in their Genealogies, ſhamed the Epicus 
reans, humbled the proud and felf-conceired 
Stoicks, and brought the barbarous Hearhens to 
a Chriſtian meckneſs. Sogren an affinity there 
is (we (ee) berween the Goſpel and Learning, 
the Church and Univerfity, the Divine and 
the Peripaterick, 

Now although Chriſt for the moſt part choſe 
to himſelf Diſciples that were unlearned, left 
the fleſh might glory and be proud in Learr- 
ing +: Where Go:l, by the inſpication of his 
All-powerful Spirir, can make the mourhes of 
Babe: and Sucklings ro be in{trumental ro his 
glory; yet the Apoſtles, and others, had all 

inde of humane Learning,as well as the know- 
ledge of Heavenly Myſteries; not indeed ac- 
quired from Schools and Univerſities, but in- 
fuſed into them by the Holy Ghoſt. Bur 
wichal, he 2dmirre4rhoſe rwo learned perſons, 
Nathanael and Nicodemns, into rhe n'mher 
of his Diſciples, leſt he might ſeem ro 1m+ 
poſe upon the ſimpler ſort, as having to do with 
none, but whom their hmplicity might be- 
tray, and 'tivere no difficult thing to deceive. 

3. The Fathers:-We read of Nazianzene, 
and Ba'il, to hive been well inſtructed in all 
the learning of the Genriles, and chat chey 

ver 
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were publick Profeſſors of it in their Schools 
and Univerfiries, ind that they blcſt chemſclves 
for having ſtudied humane Learning, Amſtin 
being eminent in all Studies, having told us, 
That Eloquence was taken out of prophane 
Writers, \Vell, ſays he, Aſpicrmus quanto au- 
70 C7 argento CF veſle ſnſfarcinatus exierit ex 
efgypto Cyprianus, Dottor Suaviſumus & 
Mai tyr beatiſſimus ; quent) Latlantins, quanto 
Vittorinus, Optatus, Hilarins, ut de vitns ta» 
Ceamquanto inmmerabiles Gree: ? He is with» 
al noted by his Succeſlors to have uſed all kinde 
of Learning in his Books de Crvirare Dei, and 
other his Works. So Jerome alſo uſes the 
Poets, aswell as Authorities out of Galen and 
Hippocrates, And what is there in the Ency- 
clopedy, that whole Circle of Arts, Grammar, 
I ogick, Rhetorick, Philoſophy,and Marhema- 
"14 which is not by name commended unto 
us by ſome of the Fathers ? And by the anci- 
ent Canons of the Church, (all which Bucer 
thought neceſ[1ry to be reſtored, and whoſe o- 
pinion, if we ſhovld take up, we might defend 
well enough) the ſtudy of Phyſick, and of the 
Law, was thought convenient for him that 
profeſſed himſelt a Divine, 


$+ Bes 
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5. Becauſe Learning in a Preacher 1s neceſſa« 
ry in a polutich, ſenſe : And to comemn it, 
brings in di[-order both to Church and 


(ommon- wealth, 


Tulian the Apoſtate (who was not noted ro 
bebloody (for 4 crwore abſtinuit, (rys the Hi- 
ſtory) he ſought not the lives of the Prieſts, 
but thar which was worſe, the everlaſting 0- 
verthrow of the Prieſthood, and ſo by conle- 
quence of Chriſtianity ) uſed two ways to 
bring his purpoſe to paſs ; one by taking away 
the maintenance of the Church, for which he 


+ had Scripture, beat! pawperes ; another, by 


taking away Learning, for which he had Polt- 
Cy. *For as Theodwer notes, Eccl. Hiſt, 1. g. 
he vſed to ſiy, propriis penms Corfigimur, ex 
noſtris enim libris Curiflials arma of , pr . 
bus in bello adverſus ms utantur, pus theretore 
forbad chem the reading of Philoſophy, and 
prophane Authors, (as Ammianus Marcellinus 
notes, l. 22. 25.) futurum ſperans ut abſ- 
gue liberalt eruditione religionem tweri ſuan non 
_=_ As indeed it is 1mpotlible, bur onely 
y miracle, whereof we have had but one 0: 
evo » xample3 inthe primiave Church, 
Now if we don't require Miniſters to be | 
learned, 
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lerrned, then any illicernce perſons, and all 
forts, (38 nov to our grief they do, and are 
roo much coumreninced) pro niſcuoully may 
rike upon them rhe Othce : An:l ſo there will 
be no ſecurity againſt all rhe evil DoRrines 
thi (hill be Brrry by a pro w\cuous, uncho- 
fen company of Prexch27s, And hereby the 
door is opened to all ich as will prerent ro 
extraordinary Light, and a private Spirit, who 
will bely the holy Spirit ro cozen ws, as ofren 
as they have a min.le to it : And ſuch as theſe 
directly overthrov all Order, <Covernnent, 
and a publick Miniſt-y, For where theſe are, 
che Peace of a Nation or Kinzdom, mult be 
as mvtable as their fancy ; and their Oracles, 
being (as they pretend) the Di&nes of Gol 
abvays, will bring in daily new T ables of Di- 
vine Comm mdments, which in all reaſon muſt 
cancel the former, rho gh never ſo firmly e- 
ibliſhed. 

Next I proceed to ſhow hav that the con- 
rempt of Humane Lerainz, unJler which we 
reckon the reading of the Futers, and an- 
cient Conmentarics, brings in a further As 
raxy. 

Neftorins is nntel to he fallen into his 
Herehe of denying the Virgin Mary ro be 
Deipara, becauſe having a nawral Eloquence 
þ GL 


es 
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of his own, and fo thinking himſelf very 
Learned , ſcorned to red any Interpreters © 
For being puft up thereby (ſays the Hittory) 
veteribus accurate non ircumbebat, ſed ſerpſum 
pottorem ommbus judicabat, And when the 
Hilloriographer had ſhewed wherein he might 
have been inltruged in that quetlion by the 
Fathers, he concludes him theretore ignorant, 
becauſe he conremned the ancient, Ihe Ar- 
r1ans Were guilty of the ſame pride, who would 
not ſuffer any of the ancient Fathers to be 
compared with them ; nor would rhey admit 
pirpoy oopres in any that was nor of their par« 
ty, boating in the Invention of their own 


* Opinions, and the revelation of ſuch things 


that never were heard nor thought of, This 
1s that Which brought in that diforder ſpoken 
of by Iſaiah, to wit, The children behave them- 
ſelves ms againſt the ancient, and the baſe 
againſt the [45.40% Ifa. 3. 5. 

For when ſome by reaſon of a plauſible 
Tongue, and a great memory by nature,think 
themſelves ro have all the Learning in the 
World (as did Neftorra;) and thereupon de- 
ſpiſe rhe Commentarics of rhe Ancient ; what 
marvail we, if new Opinions ariſe, and ſtrange 
Innovations, and Tumulcs, and Hzrcl:cs, and 


Llaſphemies, and C hurches ſco:ned, and Au- 
tn9:icy 


ai The Neceſrity of 


thoriry reviled, whillt they ſay there is more 
Pivimty in a Country man, then 1ll rhe Uni- 
' verfiry; more of cruth in one Sectarilt, then 
all che Councils ? Thus learned Sophocles the 
Farher 1s reckoned a dotard by his yong Son 
Sophon : But no wonder, again, 


Et ſuariſerunt ſecu'a Meomden, 
Homer was conteran'd whil'it he liv'd. 


Bur pray whar's che ground of theſe men ? 
Why 2 For fear if they did not cry down 
parts in men of greater knowledge and merit, 
they ſhould catch nothing ; and they have as 
great a minde to be 1n as high an eſtcem as rhe 
beſt, and therefore in Policy they cry up no- 
thing in a Miniſter bur the Scripture, being 
willing to perſwade us to know no more then 
themſelves do, and fo, as 'rvere, to level 
Learning. Elfe let no man uſe Arr, no man 
uſe Lerning, no man uſe the Authority and 
Judgement of the Fathers , and ſo every man 
zbounding onely in his o-vn ſenſe, and his ovn 
fancy, all alike ignorant, we ſhall all be equal- 
ly regarded and preferr'd. And if there be 
any difference, then let him be molt honored, 
that can molt boldly perfricare fromems, > ab- 


ſterſa, 
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flerſo pudore linguas wolvere, 1 uſe Eraſmus 
his words in this Argument, and not my own. 
And 1I pray whar is this, but to bring in diſor- 
der? which hath not onely brought our de- 
grees into contempt, bur etteced, rhar Sheep 
rake upon them the ofh..c of the Shepherds, 
Mechanicks the Function of the Miniſtry, 
Children and Women che praftice of Preach- 
ing, when they hear Preaching and ſpeaking 
18 all one, and im Sermons nqghing elſe de- 
livered but that which 15s obvious to every 
1 onygue. 

Indeed they that are learned and wiſe nov 
adays, may complain with Sexeca, Nuxquay 
point populo placere; nam que ego ſeio, won probat 
populns, qu4 probat populus,-go neſcio, And they 
that are unlearned, knoving the favor of the 
People 1s acquired by il] means, frame them- 
ſelves ro cheir humors, commending them cnly, 
as the true Succeflors of the ancient Apoliles, 
vv ho of fiſhers, & unlcearned crafts-men,hecune 
Teaxchers and Prexchers to the whole World. 
Yo: facir hee ullos hyacinthor, 1gnorance begers 
ſuch their eleen. And fone hereupon have 
ſad, Tn:t if you ſhouldencer into a to-vnor ct- 
ty, and wou'd know who are learned or unlcar- 
ned in the Minittry, you need no other expe 1» 


ment,then that which Pliny the Ay tavghe 
A AY nets 
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Maximas, to diſcern the unlearned Oratorf 
in Rome, that were in thoſe days in higheſt 
repure, 5: forte (ſayes he) tran *brs per baſili- 
cam, Cf ſcire voles quomodo quisque dicat, m- 
hul eſt quod tribunal aſcendas, nibil eft quod pre- 
beas anrem : facilis divinatio, Scito enum peſſime 
dicore, qui laudatur maxime, 

Nor would I be underſtood to have ſpoken 
any thing to diſgrace the Fathers of latter me- 
mory, whom we ought to reverence, and read 
alſo. For as God hath nor given all his gifts co 
one man,ſo neither all his excellent men ro One 
Aye. Nay we have great cauſe to thank him 
for thoſe very many learned and godly Preach- 

7s (as almolt ever were) in this our age, Bur 
all my inrenc 1s, to ſhew the antiquity of re- 
ceiving the Ancient, the reaſon of their be- 
ing comemned, and the inconveniencies of 
Diſorder, Herehe and Ignorance, that enſue 
thereon ; that ſo we may make the rerding of 
the:n, and other humane Learning, ſubſervi- 
ent to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, Which 1s 
the end of all our Learning, whoſe enemy 1s 
Diſorder, Tumulr, Fa&ion, and Enthuhaſme, 


6. From the uſe and end of Learnrg. 
+ As tothe uſe and end of Learning, /ſarah, 


in the place tilt of all mentioned, reſolves all 
| iNtg 
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Into this,” To be able ro miniſter a word in ſea- 
fon to him that 1s weary, Ignorance, and 
Error, and Sin, and Weaknets, and Imper- 
fection, are burthens : And to eaſe them thar 
are wearied under theſe burthens, is the end 
the Prophet preſcribes learning, For curiofity, 
vain-glory, dehire of fume, defire of horor 
and riches, are the abuſes therect. And in 
relation to this end, 1 might ſhew for a ſam- 
ple what uſe may be made thercof, and whar 
arguments may be drawn to this purpoſe our 
of Plulotophy, and prophane Authors: As 
from, 
Ct. The neceſſity of Miſery and Af- 
| Aiftion- 
2. 1he commendation of paricnce 1n 
bearing It, 
3. The Tethmony of a cood Confct- 
< Cnce. 
[3 The Example of others. 


5- The hope of deliverance. 

6, The fin?l cauſe or end why they 
| ſuffer tie. 

7. Laitly, That which they call Col/a+ 
Lo HO CUUHLUNEL, 

Of all theſe the Philoſophers have ſpoken, 
and uſed them as comforts to thoſe that were 
atticicd ; and they chat are m—_ 
Wit 
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wich ther, will never be able ro enlarge, and 
patherically ſer home thoſe other that may be 
drawn out of the Goſpel, 

To proceed : Miniſters are Paſtors, and 
their duty is to preſerve their Sheep from the 
Wolves abroad, for which purpoſe they muſt 
be able, reſpendere de jwre , to grve accompr of 
their faith, in dehance of the numerous Ar. . 
mies of Herericks, They are to watch for their 
flock, and ſo muſt know all excellent arts and 
ways to arm them againſt all their weaknefles 
within, and their enemies without : And 
Learning highly conduces unto this ; as alſo 
ro make them the ablerroſtrengthen the weak, 
confirm the ftrong, compoſe rhe ſcrupulous, 
ſatishe the doubrful, and readily to aniwer all 
caſes of Conſcience. None but a learned 
man can reſolve Kings and Srates their 
orand Queſtions, wherher their Deſigns are 
agreeable ro Cods holy rule, or no, and to 
conſulr wich ſuch, hath been the pradtice of 
the Princes of this Nation. 

Bur this fixch Argument falls in with the, 
third : I ſay no niore therefore, bur onely 

roroſe one that uſed his Learning to a righc 
end, ſcaſonably and ſucceſsfully, Look we 
upon St. Pax, that became all things to all, 
men, that he nught win them to Chriſt. Ho.v 
lomewney 
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ſometimes he makes himſelf an AbjeR, ſone- 
times raiſes himſelf even Lordly (as I may ſay) 
in Chciſt Jeſus : Somerimes he uſes the au- 
thoriry of his Apoſtleſhip, threatning the rod 
of ſeverity : Somerimes. ſpeaks fur , play* 
ing rather a Nurſe, or a Mother, then an A+ 
po .le : Sometimes rebukes ſharply, famerimes 
micigareth that which 1s hardly : Some- 
times ſpeaks in part, referring the relt ro a fir= 
rer place. Coahder how crcumſpeRly he 
invites us to thoſe rhings that are Confilis &* 
per fetlroms (as they rernv them) being very 
Wary n2t to entrapor enſnare any one: How 
ſometimes he bringeth not the Lords Come 
mandment, bur gives a profitable counſel, as 
a faichtul diſpenſer : How ficly he applyes the 
tefiimomes of the Scripture ro the preſenc 
cauſe: How wiſely he openeth the cloud of 
an Allegory, when the letter is of lictle force 
nato godlineſs, How unto the perfeR he 
ſpeaketh che Wiſdom of Gol in a Myttery : 
Among the weak he knowerh nothing, bur 
Chriſt Jeſus and him Crucifhed : How he 
Watch Milk for them rhat are Infants, and more ' 
ſubſtaniial mear for then rhar are cider : How 
he retfifts Petey the Apotile to his face, and 1s 
ſupplianu to Philemon , and becometh as it 
Fee a {urery fo: One/ymus his ſervant: How 

E dealing 
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dealing with them that aſcribed rco much to 
rhe ( eremomes of AMeſes ; he fo extolleth 
Faith in Chritt Jeſus, and the grace of the 
Goſpel, that he icemeth to negle& the works 
of Charity. Again, diff uting with them. that 
thought it enorgh to be Baptized, nd piofets 
the Name of Chriſtianity , withour repen- 
r:nce and newnels of life : How he exhorts to 
good works, preferring C herity before all o- 
ther gitts.cven before Faith, which he fo not:- 
bly Preached : How diſputing :t Arhker.s,in the 
St:eet of Mars, he takes his Exordium from 
the Inſcription of the Altar, and citeth the 
t uthoiity of Arai, alcarncd, bur a Hea- 
then Poet ; £0 Preaching C hrift, thar he rer- 
med him a man onely : Eur when he writeth 
ro them Which had accepted of the Goſpel, 
ho full of Honor and Divine Majetiy are all 
thoſe words which he delivered of Chill ? 
Finally, whil'it he fitreth himſelf ro the cir- 
cumitance of time, place and perſons, he is 
ſo divers, that he ſeemerh to ſpeak contrarie- 
ries, and to vary fiom himſelf, when indeed 
he is molt conſtant and like himſelf, 

7, Lafth, By erſwering all Ob eftions. 


Ph 


Ah, but. «Ad gmid temporis perditio hae? 
why 
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Why doe we looſe ſo much time in the Arts,in 
Philoſophy, in humane fiudies , in Fathers , in 
Councils 2 Were it not berter, thar time were 
ſpent in reading the ſcriptures, Which 1s but a 
{mall volume, ſooner learned and read over 


\ then Ariflocle, Livie, and Aultin, and eaſy e- 


nough to my capacity: containing indeed all 
divinity , and ſuthciently furnithing us with 
kno-vledge for the inſtruction of the people? 
Doth nor even Origen,one of the Fathers,vell 
ſtudicd in Philoſophy, writing upon Exod.con- 
feſſe , that that plague of Lice and Flies,» hich 
ſo liinged the &gyprians, reſembles Logick, 
gue acutis 7 ſubtilibus wverborum ſtinmlis ani- 
mun Creunvenit, wt deceptus nec videat , nec in- 
tell;igar? Noth not Bernord ſay, that the moun- 
rain upon Which Lucifer ſer his ſeat , was 
the Hill of knowledge > Dorh not 4/cle- 
radorus paine well without colours , only 
with Cole and C halke? And doe not many 
with their curious Rhetorick bring to paſle, 
dum diſerte loquuntur , ut ne 4 diſerniſſions m- 
rell,gantwr? Vid nor hictle David , wich the 
[taſte of the word of God , overthroiv great 
Goltah with his Sword and Target , and his 
compleat armour of prophane kno vIedge and 
Philoſophy ? Does nor Picus Micandula write 
of tyo hundred hxrehies,cand ſcvv out of what 
E 2 parts 
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parrs of Philoſophy they had their beginning? 
Dorh nor Sr. Paul ſay $ (or. 2. 4. That his 
ſpeech and bis preathirg was not with ert.cing 
words of mans wiſdome, but in demorſtration of ti-e 
ſpirit and of power. Knowledne peck np.c.$.v.1l. 
: Let no man decerve you throvgh aire words. E ph, 
5.6, Alſo beware no men. ſport you through Phil + 
ſophy, and wan deceipr &c. (1. 2. 8. Voſiy no 
more , What ſays Solomon 1n his Ecclehiftes , 
He that mcreaſeth kyowvledge , creaſe for- 
row. C. 1. IS. 
1hele, and many the hke (which for brevi- 
ty ſake I omir,) are dayly urged againlt learn- 
ed Miniſters, to bring them and their degrees 
12:0 contempt among the people, All which 
may be anſivered in one word , they argue 
from the abuſe of rhoſe fiudies, not fion 
the vſe of them. And ve may ſay of thoſe 
ſtudies, as Bernard ſpeakes of certain ations, 
U:1a5 L010 LARVA, ſed uſ.45 virtues facit » nam 
ex fe wdifferentes efſe mſcuntur + Tunm an- 
rem eſt, aur a51tendo,autcorf andends facere witta, 
en: bene oramateqre ntends , wirtures. It heth 
in us either by well uſing or abuſing them , to 
mike them , eirher noyſome or profitable to 
divinity. And therefore as many rhings as are 
Writren and ſpoken againlt the abuſe of rhem,ſo 
many things are urged even by the ſame _ 
or 
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for the good uſe and fiudy of them. And th: 


ſune ar; ument may be uted agunlt every Art 
an.| protetſion, which be it never (© eood,there 
are they that will apply ir to a falſe end. 

Now for what St. Paul ſpeakes againtiPhile- 
ſoohy, "tis not to be undcerliood fhmply ani 
abſolutely, but with a reſtriction ro that vain 

deccipt rhrough philoſophy , which (as the 
rext ſperkes) 18 after the rudiments of the world, 
en rot after Chriſt : when as men aſcribe 10 
hum:ne reaſon a ſupremacy o'er things ſuper- 
naturall ro examine the truth of them,and will 
ſo miſapply therr philoſophy,as to belerwve noe 
Conclutions in divinity, but what can be dc- 
monſtrared thence. 

Nor does *olomon rejet knowledge, bur 
conpararively, in refpect of hewenly »\ \iſdome 
when the former is not made ſubſervient to 
the larrer, 

Now as tothe objeton againſt Rhetoric thoſe 
thar uſe it affeedly and unſcaſonably 1 can't 
defend ; bur thoſe rhat employ ir to informe 
the un. Ierftanding, Or tO Wo: ke on the offeRi- 
ons, 07 to quuicke n the atrention,or to help the 
memory,or ſome other way to plere the Au- 
oito7y for their good nnto Cc "iſicxion: -who can 
diſapprove of 2 A ſermon before a learned au- 
dito:y ought ro be 1n a more accurate and el1- 


bo;ue 
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borate drefſe, and ſecund:m artem (as they ſay). 
I conicſle Divinity is ſo grave a ſubject that it 
can't admit of querpes,and jelts, and punns (as 
they call them) they are aboninable in a ſer- 
mon; for ir muſt not like a young the gallanr 


be light and garith in her dreſs, yet as a grave 


matron al:vays decent in her attire , upon a fit 
occaſion may wear jewels, and be adorned with 
more coltly ornaments. 

Furthermore, as to another obzeion , viz, 
That rexfon ſhould be ſub;zcRed to faith , and 
not the HolyGholſt be limited hyPhiloſophical 
bounds: Who quelitons it ? For we place not 
Philoſophy in oppolition co divinity, bur make 
it ſubordin:e, \\ e intend only,it ſhould make 
way for divinity and other profeſſions, not 1m- 
Poſ2 upon us any thing in the Itudy of them. 
Or elf, let it inftruR us hov to treat of things, 
bur nor meddle with the things to be treated 
of. Eut ſiy ſome againe : Divine myſteries 
ſuc nor with the rules of Logick:mnd there are 
many things, eſpecially in Veripatericall phi- 
lIoſo; hy thor are contradictory to Divinity, I 
aniwere. Things above reaſon don't take away 
reaſon, but rather perfeR it,and raiſe it to luigh- 
er matters by faith . Nox if ne meet with any 
thing in rhiloſophy,that ycelds not to the cer- 
rfainty of futh, we muſt impure it artificibus, 
0p art : which Art is to be formed to his =_ 

Nat 
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chat is the riſe of all good. In ſhort, the mi(® 
takes and errors of Philoſophers are nor pre” 
cepts or rules in I'tiloſophy. And Thiloſo- 
phy neither denies nor oppoſes thoſe marters 
of which ic creats not, bur grants them to be 
of a higher ſpeculation. I hope no body layes 
Tertullians or {yprians errors on divinity; ro: 
Galens or Paracelſuſ*s on Phylick. And ſo, 
ſuch idle ob;eQors can't find in this any pre- 
cext for their idleneſſe, who being not able ro 
arrive to kno ledge, are reſolved to carpe at, 
and declame againlt ir. 

Nov to proceed. As thePlough-ſhare on» 
ly turnes up the ground,but the o:her parts of 
the Plough are neceſſary, and cauſe it ra be 
done with greater facility ; So 1 confeſle, 'ris 
the holy ſcripture only, that rurnes up the fal- 
loiv ground of our hearts, bur the Arts and 
Philoſophy help much to apply ic more readi- 
ly. And ho {ozver a wooden key may ſerve to 
open a doore once or twice , as well as a key 
ot gold ('tis a Fathers ſunilicude) yer there 1s 
not only more beauty , bur mo.e prohe alſo, 
and longer continuance in the golden key. 
And hes rich enough that hath wedges ofSyl- 
ver an Gold;burt he has more uſe ot his mony 
who has it rexdy coyned. For in gold, and in 
Divinity not only good marrer,bur good forme 
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ls alſo required to make it goe currant, We 
can't ſay of the Scriprure, Ornari res ipſa ne- 
wit Contenta doceri. For the very Treaſures of 
Fovpe were turned to ado'n the temple of the 
Lord. And ſo noc only rules of Rhetorick and 
Logick , (bur as Anſti ſues) Ss quid Phaleſo- 
phi "bene [erſe erunt,ab 115 tanquam in'rft1s poſſe;/0- 
ribus, mn uſum noſtr um eſt wind cardum. Here- 
upon the anticent fathers, ro adde more crecir 
to theſe arts , ſaid rhe Philoſ-phers Were not 
the true owners of them, bur uſurpe the pol- 
ſeſſion of chem , having raken them our of the 
Scriprure, Fo: Anufbin, Tertullian, Enſcbius,and 
(aſs1odore doe afficme,that ali Rhzroricians, Lo- 
eiclans , and Philoſophers have taken all cherr 
no vledge and faculties cur of the holy booke. 
Hereupon (rinit; us (nes -M ©) 6 Tadmwy i 
Mdcyc &Tizifor, what alle is Plato bur Moſes 
ſpeaking 1f\ the Gracian language ? * n1 Hey- 
ppus (ayes, Phthagoram mulia e Moſe hau'ſſe: 
and Orige-,hov thar inPavls vricings there are 
Ercilani ht], \irbe)e, & Hiatns &c. And 1 
rake it for a Paradox, but 1t is common in rhe 
mouth of every Jew, Onnm artium , onmn's 
ſerertie , drvine > human, itegram cog n t'9- 
nem 1 q qr13:4'te libris Moſaics legrs Cont iner1 ,Aiſ- 

ſim: #Hatam autem (* eccultam literis, 
And ſo I hove by this time, I have evinc't 
the 
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the truth ofthe aſſerrion, to all that are reaſo- 
nible viz. That it 35 peceſſary @ mimſter or 
Preacher ſrowld be rhil'd tn Haxmant Learm: 

Now f:om what has been prov'd, may te 
deduced theſe C onfectanes : 

1. That Vniverinies ana Schooles of lerrn- 
ing are lawfully inftiwvred, bong inſtrumental 
for brecciing up of wile , lea raed , and Godly 
Minittc-s. 

2. That thertaking of degrees inthe Ares, 
and Science: { as evidcncies of our knowledge) 
isneceſſuy before we be admitted to preich, 

3. Thi no 1hrerare , 1gnorant perſon, 
ſhould rake un him the ofſhce of a Minifter, 

4. Thit our Univerhty ftiutes aiming 
only at this, to enforce rhe ('udy of humane 
lexning,in ſubordination todivimityare groun- 
ded upon a :ight botrone , ro wit , Scripture 
Precept, and rhercfore to ſivear the obſervancy 
ot them, 15 lawrull. 

WIT har ſince Formalities are but for diſtinc- 
tion ſ1ke of degrees in learning, and this _ 
to 2 further ſervice cf God in the Church , 

May con: lude they are innocent counts 
4nd no: to be utterly rejeed, _ 

6. Liſtly. To pur downe Vmiverſities, or 
Nurſeries of learning,is contraty to Gols holy 
will , fo: whoſe ſervice rhey were erected,mnd 
ſo oupht to be continued, Having 
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Having no'v ended the Polition, as to the 
argumentative part, I ſhall rake upon me from 
hence ro admonith ewo ſorts of Perſons: 

1, All ſuch as are 1ipe in learning,and fit to 
be employed az we:kmen for the harvell of 
ſouls: Tnar they doe not retain and hold back 
to themſelves , that \hich they have received 
to bello, and pour our upon others, He that 

1s inwardy full of virtuc,and adorned with the 

gifts of kno.vledge and utterance holds back, 
and retaines froT; his neighbour his right, if et- 
ther through fear,or ſlothfullneſs,or indiſcreet 
baſe concerpt of his vifcs, he tyc up in unp:0- 
fitable ſilence, thx goo] word, which might 
profit many to the ſ:lvarion of their ſouls, 
Whereby he not only refuſeth ro ſubmic him- 
ſelf ro that charge of St. Paul , who adjured 
Timothy and in him all miniſters, before God 
and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who thill judge 
borh the quick anJ the dead at his app21ring, 
and in his kingdome ro preach the word, to be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon , to reprove, rve- 
buke,exhort with all long ſuffering and dvlrire; 
2 Tim, 4. but voluntarily they doe incur:e 
the curſe wich 1s ſpoken of in the Prove: bs: 
He that withboldeth Corn the people ſhall curſe 
him.11.26. Upon which word: one {ys thit fo 
withbold Corn, 1s Predicatiows verba apud ſe 
retinere ; In populis talts maledicetrr, quia in [0- 
lins 
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lins culpa filemii,pro multis que corrigere potwit, 
damnatxr, And St. Paul ſpeakes in plain rermes 
without any Allegory , Ve mik: ſi nan Evange- 
lizavero, 

Bur notwithſt:nding this adjuration,notWith- 
ſtanding this danger how many ate there, that 
bury rheic Gifts and Talents , which were 
viven them to the uſe 2nd prohr of others ? 
t o v many clouds are there fufhcently full of 
waters to moyſten our dry and ſtony carth, 
which will hardly part with a morning and 
evening dew,with a drop or wo of mo\ſture to 
comfort dry Souls , or ſoften Stony hearts. 

"lis ro lirtle uſe, ro have learning, and not 
to uſe it : recordira dottrina,ut 1% vagina gladinr, 
ri educatur, mbil prodeſt, It's ſnd 1n Iatah: 
How beautifull upon the monntaines are the feet 
of him that bri-gerh good tidirgs, that publijtech 
peace, that bri; geth good ndirgs, of good , that 
publiſieth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Lion, Thy 
Lord reignerh? Beamtifull upon the monnta; es 
are the fcet of the miniſler, Bur of what N i- 
niſter 1 pray 2 Of him that 61912geth good ri« 
du gs , that publiſketh peace Ge, 

And what meanes the Prophet hereby? but 
thar there ſhould be an infiancy,on afſiduity in 
the worke of the Goſpcll , the vſe and exerciſe 
ot that learned tongue , Which the Holy C hoſt 
hath 
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hath given unco the minilters roche bengeſir 
and ſalvation of others. 

2* £11 ſuch as arc nor yet arrived to the 

rfection of knowledge required in a minilter 
Thar they would not be too haſty to pour out 
to others, before they have ſuſhciemtly and a- 
bundantly received in ſor themſclves. For 
this 1s to goe ro Plow with the fiilt born Bul- 
lock, and to ſhear the firit born ſheep , which 
is contrary to the Law of God Deur, 15, This 
1s a fault greatly to be compluned of,and here 
greatly , and eſpecially to be prevented by 
good counſel. 

I write not tis, as thovgh any age were to0 
forward or immature ſor the grace of God. For 
we know in this Vniverhtie { with thanks to 
God,be it cofeſſed ro the honour of this place) 
there are a great number of young men , thar 
Coe ſupra ſeres wielligere, mwribus artiquare 
dies , provenre tempord meritis, C7 quod atatis 
deeft comperſare virtmtibus: Whoſe youth (as St. 
Panl ſpeakes of Timothy ) let no man deſpiſe, 
for berter are young men of good towardnels, 
then they that are old, ignorant, and fooliſh. 

We know Samwel was an excellent yang 
man, Who aſſoon as ever he heard the Lord 
call, anivered. Speak Lord, for thy Servant 
bkeareth : And Jeremiah was ſanQihed before 

he 
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He was born, and when he would have excuſed 
ki:nielf by his-yourh and ignorance, the Lord 
placed him over Kinzlons, and over Nauons : 
eA nd the Lord ftirred up the (pirit of yo; '0 D- 
mel, toconvince the withed Tuages, as.d to deli- 
ver the i immocent : And it 15 taid 1n the Book of 
Wildom, Wiſdom ts the gray hair,ard an unacfie 
led life the old age. 

Nov no:withilan.ling theſe particular Ex- 
amvles, it is not amiſs (t11l to urge this gone 
rule, That we ſhould no: be too hafly to ente 
upon the Minittry, For wizre there 1s a very 
young mm, fo: learning ai diſcretioa an old 
mm, ic 15 the ſingulir work of Cod, which 
others Mould rather aimcetacn think to 1m1- 
tare, Much is required in a Miniſter, and ha- 
ving bur little lerrning wich rhemſelves, how 
can ſuch offer to tech other: T2 hddadur 3 
Tl wet ni rtoar ay rum 5 nf wh apovndt ly, It 
13 an cake and a decem: tinng for him that hach 
learned,to reach ot hers, but a a molt fool!th thing 
to teach, beſore thou hatt learned ſufficiently 
thy ſelf. Let not ſuch then that are nor arrt- 
ved to a comrerency of knowledge, be roo for- 
ward in this Exerciſe : There ts (ſ1ys Solomon) 
a time to be ſilent, and a time to ſpeak,; firlt 
with filence to learn, afterwards to lperk with 
knowledoc, 

Tha 
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That was excellent counſel Bernard gave ro? 
young mm of his tune, 5: ſapss (liys he) Cone 
cham te exbibebis, non Canalem : It thou bee'(t 
wiſe, chooſe rather to be a Ciſtein, then a 
Channel or a Pipe : The Pipe or Channel no 
ſooner receive; is water, hut pours it out a- 
in; bura Ciſtern parcs with nothing, ill 
ir be full, and then, if any thing do tvper= 
abound, communicates it to others , Without 
any loſs to irs o-vn ſelf : He 1s a fool, (ſays So- 
lomon) thu pourcth oat his Spirits, all his 
Learning and knowledge at once, Truly, it 
were to be wiſht,that there were more of cheſe 
Ciſterns, and fewer of the Pipes in or 
Churches, whil't chey noi venture to make 
Sermons, before they have Learned rodeclame 
inthe Schools, miking tha their beginning 
that ſhould be their end ; like choſe torwar 
Yovngſters, of whom P/my the ſecond coN- 
plains im his tines, that they came into the 
Courts, and woul1 begin to pled at fiſt daſh, 
In cauſis Cenmmuralibus : When as befor?- 
tims, ne nobiliſs;ymis quidem adoleſcentibus 
locus erat, mf; aliquo (onſulare producente, for, 
Summa veneratione pulcherrimum opus celebra- 
tr. Hcr2upon it was, that the Emperour Ju- 
fliinian, and the ancient Fathers of the Church 


of Rome, were forced to ordain /eges annales 
to: 
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for the Miſtry, and not to admit any one, ad 
ordinationem,o; ad bentficinm,before he came to 
theage of 35 years. 1 will adde onely thar 
(lomewhat hike what Ser eca ivrites of ſome ar * 
taining unto Wildon) T hat many would prove 
excellent Divines, if they were not periwa- 
ded they were ſo already, : 

This by wry of Admonton : A word or two 
more by way of Direction, row Miniliers 
ſhould uſe their 1 earning: And that, 

1. Seaſorably and > <a tither When 
the matter they treat of, or the Auditory ro 
whom rhey Preach to, do rationally call for 1t, 
As to the fotmer, men are blameable, that 
ſtuff up a Sermon continually with diltingtte 
ons our of Philoſophy, and Quotations out of 
ſeveral Authors, to tell the World they are 
men vell read, As to the latrer, they are nor 
without fault, that without reſpect Preach a- 
like to all Congregations; whereas Milk 1s for 
Babes, Mcat for ſtrong Men. Preach {on the 
Country, as to winthe wi/{, Preach ſoin che 
Vniverlity, as to convince the wrderſtardirg ; 
there Doctrine that is pratlical, here ſpecula- 
tive 15 more proper, 

2. Toar ghterd: And that, 

1. Wichour a fruitleſs oltentation of parts, 
to gain glory and applauſe ; for this is a baſe 
ani an unwo:thy end, 2, Nor 
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2. Not to poyſon the Judgements, or per« 
vert the C onſciences of men, tor this 15 a curs 
ſed and pernicious end. Preachers mult have 
a care, that 1s, Scholars, thoſe that are lear- 
ned Divines, muſt have a care rhey make not 
their depraved Reaſon a Canvaſler of the 
Creed, or place Learning on the Vencn, to 
examine and judge of the myſterious T ruths 
of Religion. They muſt not ler the Hand- 
maid be Miſtreſs, Leh mutt not be in Rackels 
place, northe Peripaton above the Sonctuary, 
The Arts and Sciences are as ground-colours, 
upon Which the Gold of Divinity 1s to be 
Jad, And learning to a holy mon 1s as a pol- 
den Ring unto che Gem, as the molt learned 
Dr. Reynolds makes the {imilitude. 

And thus much concernirg this ſub;eQ, for 
my own fatisfa&tion,the times wherein welive, 
pucting Me upon it, 1 hope no mon of Learn- 
ing will be offended with me for it; and for 
others, I matrer nor. Ir was wont, at th lealt,to 
be tolerable, ro praiſe Arts and Art{-men at 
Atbens, If 1n this our: Univertity 1t be orher- 
vwiſe,for my part, I ſay,vith Pucus Afirandula,St 
turpe eft bonas literas Colere malle hanc culpa ag- 
5 quam deprecart : If it be a fault toſtucly 
Eumwrty, 1 viſh I could acknoviedge 1t : 
] profeſs I will never repent of ut, If any 

Man 
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If any man there be in Oxford of another 
Opinion, I judge him nor ; and yer it were 
not amiſs to rell him, what hath been the 
jadgement of other men heretofore, app'y ir 
as he ſees cauſe, When Honorizs the third, 
* Biihop of Rome, did forbid Prieſts nd Cler- 
gy-men, the liudy and knowledge ot the Ct- 
vil and Cinon Lay ; they that lived in that 
tizze, ſaid, he dealr like che Fox, who en- 
deroring in vain to reach Grapes from a high 
Vine, at laſt diſpraſed them, and deſpiſed 
them,afh:ming them to be bur ſharp and harſh 
meat: Jhe Moral 1 meddle noc with. And 
an ancient Father ſperking in commendation 
- of hiheral Sciences, which ſome diſpraiſed, 

draiving their Argument from the abuſe ot 
them, ſays of them, No Learning is to be de + 
ſpiſed, for as much as all Science is de gemere 
bowrum. But we ſhould rather account rhoſe 
thar comemnn it, to be ruſtick and barbarous 
perſons, thar would willingly have all as ike 
ignorant as themſelves : So rhar their igno« 
rance lying hid in the multicude, may not ca* 
fly be found our and cenſured by others. 

I hope theſe ſayings cannot be applyed to 
any Iraq Univerſity : For it were pity, that 
Learnirg ſhould finde any ſuch diſcourage- 
12nt theregbeing already out of heart, though 
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che baſe entertainment it findes abroxd, Tot 
theſe ſtudies are delicart floſcult, which favor; 
like a kinde and gentle air, makes flouriſh and 
grow ; but reviling and undervalung , like 
ilome Inchantment , mokes them preſently , 
cr in their head and wither. 

To conclude all by way of parereſis : In re- 
gard of this , as well as the glu'y of God: ler 
every one that intends the mnuſtry, firſt ſeek 
the knowledge of God,& ro knov Jeſus Chriſt 
and him crucified, And as in order to this only 
great end, encourage one another ro the ſtuay 
ct learning, and whatſoever may ſe: ve for the 
building and edification of Gods Church. hat 
they that have lictle and feiv Gifts and talents 
may not envy thoſe that have many and great: 
nor they that have many cefpiſerhoſe that he 
fey . Bur ler all with one content ſeek to atraine 
ro this Gift , this excellent gift of a learned 
targxe, to that end and pur; ofc, as we read in 
Ian, evenro Miniſter a word in ſealon tothoſe 
that are neary, 
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